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Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 


Photograph Eastham Center 


thas 


Address: 275 Country Lane 


Historic Name: Deborah Paine House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1850 
Source: deeds, historic maps, census, vital records 
Style/Form: Classical Revival 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 


Foundation: brick 
View from 
Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
shed 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 

Moved: nol]  yes[X) Date: 1890 

Acreage: 0.58 

Setting: The property is in the midst of a 1960s residential 


subdivision platted on what formerly had been land 
associated with it. 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Joshua & Deborah Paine House is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a front-gable roof and two wings. 
Documentary evidence indicates that the Paines were living here by 1830, but the house has proportions, material features and 
decoration that is consistent with a later period. Evidently, the current condition of the house is the result of a renovation 
occurring as late as ca. 1868 when the Paines’ daughter and her husband moved in with them. And, the house has been 
thoroughly restored in recent years. The three-bay front fagade has narrow corner pilasters providing figurative support to a 
substantial cornice running along the raking roof edge and tall friezes along the eaves on the side walls. An entrance is 
positioned on one side of the facade offset by two windows in the first story and two windows in the attic. The steep gable roof 
would have been an anomaly in 1830, indicating that significant changes were made to the original house. A shallow hood 
mounted on scrolled brackets is a later-19'"-century feature as are the 2-over-2 sash windows throughout. This stylistic updating 
likely occurred with the generational shift in the household. A center chimney occupies the partition space between two rooms 
on the north side, and a blank section of wall at the front of the south wall corresponds with the location of stairs inside. Two 
windows at the rear of the south wall indicate where the original kitchen was located. There is one window for each room on the 
north side, with the rear one now serving as the connector for a one-story cross-gable wing added to that side. A second, small 
wing overlapping the southwest corner of the house has all the appearance of a “ten-footer” shoe shop (Joshua Paine was 
known to have been a shoemaker). The house and an adjacent shed of recent build are situated on a partially-wooded half-acre 
lot. Nearby are subdivision roads named for the property: Deacon Paine Road and Joshua Way. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Early property histories are vague for 275 Country Lane, which originated with the lands Ebenezer Paine (1765-1845) and his 
wife Sarah Smith Paine (1769-1842) purchased on the west side of the state highway in South Eastham from the estate of the 
late mariner Joseph Snow in 1830." It included among other parcels Joseph Snow’s homestead and two-acre lot at 35 Gov. 
Prence Road (EAS.600). The 1858 map of Eastham, the first to show house footprints and to ascribe names to them, indicates 
that Ebenezer conveyed portions of the land to his sons Joshua (1799-1878) and Seth (1803-67); his son Elkanah (1806-84) 
took possession of the Snow homestead. Seth Paine’s name appears to be attached to what is known to have been his home at 
1895 State Highway (EAS.23). Joshua’s house was depicted further back at what now appears to be 60 Hoffman Road 
(EAS.774). Historical accounts suggest that the house at 275 Country Lane was moved to Joshua Paine’s farm in 1890. 


The 1830 Eastham census enumerated Ebenezer and his son Joshua consecutively suggesting that one of the houses on the 
tract belonged to the father. Seth was 27 years of age at the time and counted in his father’s household. In 1840 Seth Paine is 
listed with six persons in his household next to his brother Joshua and his father Ebenezer. There is a footprint of a second 
dwelling at the1895 State Road address that may represent the domicile of either the son or father. There is also an unusually 
large open space between the State Road house and the highway where it may have been located. The 1850 census recorded 
Joshua with a farm of 20 improved and 10 unimproved acres with one horse, one milch cow, one “other cattle” and one sheep. 
Seth’s farm had 20 improved and 7 unimproved acres with 2 horses, 2 milch cows, 2 “other cattle” and 1 sheep. Elkanah’s farm 
had 16 improved and 2 unimproved acres indicating that Ebenezer Paine provided equally for his sons. That Seth had twice as 
many animals may be because he possessed his father’s livestock as well. In addition to farming, Joshua was a shoemaker and 
Seth was a blacksmith. 


Joshua Paine married Deborah Sherman of Eastham in 1824, and the couple had six children—Sarah, Micah S., Joshua S., 
Clara, Deborah S, and Lydia Paulina. (Where they lived before 1830 is not known.) The 1850 census credits Joshua with $705 
in real property, and his 30-acre farm was valued at $500. In 1865 the Paines shared their house with youngest daughter Lydia, 
who in 1868 married Eastham farmer Cornelius Anderson. Their son Micah (1828-1911) had married Harriet N. Crosby of 
Orleans in 1855, and the couple and their two young children, Frank and Alice, were living with his uncle Seth and Seth’s wife 
Rebecca Knowles Paine in 1865. Micah also was a blacksmith. Seth and Rebecca Paine had lost all eight of their own 
children—two within months of each other in 1857, two more than 1858, three others in 1860, and finally the youngest, Seth 
Abbott Paine, in 1865. When Seth Paine himself died in 1867 of dropsy, an unspecified form of edema, his will left his property 


1 Samuel Snow, administrator estate Joseph Snow, to Ebenezer Paine, 22 February 1830, BCD 5:118. 
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to his widow except for “the rooms in my dwelling house” then occupied by Micah Paine. He also bequeathed the field adjoining 
his house to his nephew. Micah Paine eventually obtained title to the entire house. 


In 1870 Joshua Paine was Eastham’s town clerk and was credited in the federal census with $450 in real estate. He and his wife 
shared their house with daughter Lydia and her husband Cornelius Anderson, a mariner. Joshua Paine died in 1878, and his 
widow lived out her life with the Andersons. When Deborah Paine died in 1884, the farm passed to daughter Lydia Paulina Paine 
Anderson.’ Cornelius Anderson died in March 1900, and the federal census that year listed his widow Lydia as a farmer with a 
household comprised of her sister Sarah Paine Doane, the elderly boarder Louisa Sparrow, and farm worker Edgar E. Rich, the 
son of Wellfleet mariner Henry Rich, who lived with Anderson for many years and very likely managed her farm operation. In 
1902 the town taxed Anderson on a house valued at $700, a barn and sheds at $500, a “new porch” at $100, sixteen hen 
houses, a tool house, a horse, two cows, and 282 chickens. In 1910 the household was the same except that Louisa Sparrow, 
who died in 1907, had been replaced by 84-year-old Lucinda Collins Lombard, the widow of their neighbor to the north, Lewis 
Lombard; she died in 1917 and Lydia’s sister Sarah P. Doane died in 1916. In 1920 Anderson, Rich, and 78-year-old Maria 
Higgins were listed in the household. In 1923 Yarmouth Register reported that Rich was “one of Eastham’s most prosperous 
asparagus growers,” having been one of the few who stayed in the business after an earlier rust had hurt the entire Eastham 
crop; by the early 1920s the revived asparagus crop was netting about two hundred dollars per acre for less than three months 
of work, and, Rich told the newspaper, “you couldn’t buy our beds.” 


By then Lydia Anderson and her household moved to the cottage at 125 Country Lane (EAS.768). The house may be the one 
reported on in the Barnstable Patriot in June 1890. The news item stated Cornelius Anderson had acquired the house of the late 
Daniel Cole (1807-84) in the fall of 1889 and “is having it moved down to his own place. Mr. H. S. Gill is doing the work.” Both 
the 1901 and 1929 directories simply list Mrs. Lydia P. Anderson as living “off Main” in the 1901 directory and “off King’s 
Highway” in 1929. 


The chain of title is not clear among the many internal transactions of the Paine family, but by 1920 the 60 Hoffman Lane house 
and 1.5 acres came into the possession of the grandchildren of Elkanah Paine, who also were Deborah Paine’s grandchildren. 
In 1922 Ruth Eleanor Paine (1858-1923) conveyed her share of the property in 1922 to Charles D. Sisson, and the others 
followed suit.4 In 1930 Lydia Anderson was enumerated in 275 Country Lane house with Edgar Rich and her unmarried nephew 
Charles R. Paine (1858-1942), son of her older brother Joshua S. Paine (1829-79). Lydia Paine Anderson died in 1931, and in 
her will she left the house to her nephew. Charles R. Paine lived there in 1940 with Rich, a widowed housekeeper named Lillian 
Montague, who had lived in Schenectady in 1935, and her 88-year-old mother Edna Stafford. Paine deeded the property to 
himself and Lillian Montague in 1941 as joint tenants with the right of survivorship and reserved a bequeathed life interest in the 
property to Edgar E. Rich.° Charles Paine died in 1942. Oddly, in his will, at least as the Barnstable Patriot reported it, Paine left 
his house, land, household furnishings, farm tools, and livestock to his housekeeper Edna M. Stafford, but her name never 
appears on deeds in Eastham; the Patriot must have meant to indicate Lillian Montague. 


Montague had moved to North Attleboro by 1950, when she sold the property to William J. and Lillian P. Hoffman, who had 
owned the farmstead at 60 Hoffman Road since 1928.° The Hoffmans, who had acquired other adjoining properties in the 
intervening years, subdivided the land and in 1957 sold 25 acres of it, including the 275 Country Lane house, to Everett E. Lewis 
Jr. and his wife Mildred of Ardsley, New York. In 1960 the Hoffmans petitioned the Massachusetts Land Court to clarify and 
establish their and the Lewises’ boundaries, and in 1963 and 1964, after two more subdivisions, both sold three large parcels 
including the , 275 Country Lane house to Robert J. and Elizabeth Ann Erickson and John B. and Ruth F. Curtiss. The property 
turned over frequently until 2004, when Linda Kay Green of Bethany, Connecticut, bought it jointly to Claude Grazia; Grazia sold 
his share to Green’s revocable trust in 2014.” 


2 “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 6 January 1885, 3: “Mrs Joshua Paine was buried from the house of her son-in-law Cornelius Anderson, with 

whom she had made her home,” on 29 December 1884. 

3 “Eastham’s Popular Crops,” Yarmouth Register, 24 November 1923, 3. 

4 Ruth E. Paine to Charles D. Sisson, 9 January 1922, BCD 385:473; Edwin C. and Marcia W. Paine, Prescott AZ, to Charles D. Sisson, 17 

May 1924, BCD 407:513. “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 8 Nov. 1915, 4, notes that Phila Sisson was visiting her father Charles D. in town. 

5 Charles B. Paine to Lillian N. Montague and Charles B. Paine, 1 November 1941, BCD 586:461 

§ Lillian N. Montague, North Attleboro, to William J. and Lillian P. Hoffman, 14 October 1950, BCD 767:272. 

7 William J. and Lillian P. Hoffman to Everett E. Lewis Jr. and Mildred C. Lewis, Ardsley NY, 21 November 1957, BCD 989:273; 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court in re: petition 24835 of William J. and Lillian P. Hoffman, 1 May 1961, Certificate of Title 26710; 

Everett E. and Mildred C. Lewis, Long Grove IL, to Robert J. and Elizabeth Ann Erickson and John B. and Ruth F. Curtiss, 26 April 1963, 

Certificate 30379; William J. and Lillian P. Hoffman to Robert J. and Elizabeth Ann Erickson and John B. and Ruth F. Curtiss, 10 March 1964, 
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Certificate 32424, and 29 March 1964, Certificate 32603; Dawn J. O’Neil, 275 Country Lane, to Claude Grazia and Linda Green, Bethany CT, 
30 June 2004, Certificate 173560; Claude Grazia and Linda Kay Green to Linda Kay Green, trustee Linda Kay Green Revocable Trust, 24 
February 2014, Certificate of Title 202833. The house at 275 Country Lane is not depicted of any of the three Land Court plans, but it stands 
on Parcel 5 of “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” April 1960, Land Court Plan 24835-A and “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” 
November 1963, LCP 24835-B and is on Lot 35 of “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” December 1964, LCP 24835-C. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 


View from south. 
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